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BRUNSWILK

House Majority Leader
John  Richardson, D-

Brunswick, and & group of
Democratie state representa-
tives have been meeting since
February to craft a plan to
Improve the business climate
in Maine.

The group's
primary
focus is to
BMCHUrage
the growth af
small busi-
messes in the
state, Al @
sunceessful
small busi-
ness in
Augusta
today, they
v ] Ekeir
phan, which will b preseried
at upcoming forums where
they will solicit input feom
small usiness owners.

More than 7 percent of all
Maine businesses sro small
businesses; small businesses
employ & percent of all
Muine workers, aceording ba
the Small Business Bill of
Rights drafted by Richardson
and his working group
Therelore, “Maine senall busi-
nesses have the right to be

treated like large businesses,
with reasonnble acoess 1o the
same incentives and ser.
vices,” scconding to the Bill of
Rights.

The Democratic plan con-
takns three main components:
Contaln costs, reduce papser-
work and streamling the reg
ulatory process; mobilize
siate resources on bohall of
small businesses; and coeate
an environment that fosters
small business growth Lo
Maine. Specific proposals
inchule reducing the cost of
workers compensation [or
small businesses; gstablish-
ing & husiness court fo expe-
dite business-related litlga-
tron; establishing am Ivlernet.
based centyvailzed onling
application system for all
state permifting; sxpanding
seed capital funds to assist
amall businesses currently
not henefiting from seed capi.
fal programs: helping repay
lvans for students who ljve
and work in Maine; reducing
the capital gaing tax for
Investments and re-invest-
ments b0 ecourage invesi-
menk in Maine's small busi-
nesses; and establishing an
enireprensurial curricalum
aneach community college.

When ashed (o camment on
the Domocrats’ proposal, Rep.
Foteri Berube, B-Lisbon, said

introduce ‘Small Business Bill of Rights’

The Thiwes Revonl
BERUNSWIZE

A candidates forum
designed o allow represss.
tatives of local businesses
to ask questions of camdi-
dates running for state
office is scheduled to Fun
from G:30 pam, W0 T:30 pm.
Satarday at the Modular
Advantage on Farley Boad,

While the focus of “The
Pro-Business Candidate
Foram” will be on Malne
busisesses and the scomomy,
evoryone is invited, sakd
organizer Rich Cromwall

The mesting will allow
peope o ask questions abous
the sinfr's senanimic Ribure

Cromwedl had a few of his
ot guestions aboat the stain.

Local firms sponsor candidates forum

“Why does Maine rank in
the boltam 10 pereent of
nearly all basiness indica-
tors amd our nekghbor New
Hampshire ranks in te top
10 pereani?” e askesd,

With the basziness climate
the way it is In the state,
Crofmwell secs  Malne
becoming nsore of a servics-
ariented state Insbead of oop
with manufacturing jobs

“Wie need a solld business
bhase in the =tate, and we
eeally dom't  have §t,"
Cromwell said.

In addition to possible
changes in the 1ax sructure
In Maine, he belipves the
siate should cut spending.
Hie could nat ghve examples
of where the culs eould be

made, but said that Maline
ranks near the top of per-
person spending by state
and local government,

Candidates from Hath,
Briunswick, Topsham Harp-
&will, Phippsburg, Richmond,
Winalwich, Bowdoin s Rew-
duinham have been iovited,
sccanding to Cromwell,

The keynobe speaker will
be William Becker of the
Maine Heriiage Policy Center:
The cenber's misabon is to pro-
e coservative public poli-
cies hased of the principles of
free entorprise and limited,
coratitutional government,
aenopling 1o s Wb site

For more information
aboul the event on Satuntay,
calll 725203,

that he supported any prao-
gram that helpa amall busi-
nesses, but he was skeptical,
“It soumids good on paper; b
heowr are you going to do G
“There were six workers'
camp bills inteoduced during
thie 1218t Legislatice. John
Richardson voted for every
one, which increased the cost
of werkers comp,” Berube

sajd He also criticized the
pian for its lack of specifics,

Eesponding o eritics”
charges that the plan lacked
specilics. Richardson said,
“They aught 1o be blessing
this attempt and jumplng on
baard,”

“Demeerats e the party of
small business and we nesd 1o
listen fo those struggling to

make business survive and
thrive In Maine™ he said,

For miore Information
about upsoming ferems and
o Bhgm up for an electrone
newsletter regarding small
business  issues, visii
wyww leglalatiere. maine.gov/h
cusedems.
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